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Allen, Clifford. The Sexual Perversions and

Abnormalities. London, I949. Oxford
University Press. Pp. 339. Price 25s.

THis is a second edition of Dr. Clifford Allen's
book dealing with the origin of sexual abnormality,
its psychotherapeutic treatment and cure. He
traces instinctual development through the pri-
mates to man, showing that many perversions are
present in subhuman species, and that man's
instinctual behaviour is based on a gradual
evolution, which may be prevented by an unfavour-
able environment from reaching its natural end.
Perversions show a continuance of infantile
behaviour directed towards the wrong object.
They are caused by a failure in libidinal develop-
ment and should be regarded as a disease
rather than a sin. Punishment is no cure, but
generally aggravates the condition. No one would
expect to cure a cold by forbidding the patient to
sneeze.

Dr. Allen strongly urges psychological treatment
rat,her than imprisonment. He gives case histories
of successful cures, and stresses the fact that
treatment is more effective in the privacy of a
clinic than in the out-patient department of a
general hospital, where the patient is interviewed
before students.
He concludes with a chapter on the medico-legal

aspect, emphasising the enormous variation in the
sentences infficted for exactly the same offences-
e.g. from a sine die adjournment for treatment up
to seven years' imprisonment. At present the
opportunities for treatment in prison are practically
negligible. During 1942-4 only eighteen out of
3,392 persons found guilty of sexual offences were
given a full course of treatment.

Dr. Allen advocates a modification of the Mc-
Naughton Rules, with their ethical criterion of
the distinction of right and wrong as the indica-
tion of insanity. Murderers of the Heath type
should be considered insane and sent to a mental
hospital. As society must be protected, Dr. Allen
wishes to have a clinic founded for patients
suffering from sexual neurosis, with a hostel
attached, where those who were dangerous to the
public could live under proper supervision while
under treatment.
At a time when, owing to broken homes and

the aftermath of war, perverts are increasing, this
book can be recommended as a valuable help
towards solving their difficult problems and in
educating public opinion so that curative rather
than punitive methods should be used to help
them to grow up.

MINORA MONzY-KYRLE.

Mjones, Henry. Paralysis Agitans: A Cliuicad
and Genetic Study. Acta Psychiatrica 1
Neurologica Supplementum 54. Coperhagen,
I949. Ejnar Muinksgaard. Pp. 195. (Price
not stated.)

THIS is a study of the importance of heredity in
the causation of paralysis agitans. The author
obtained his material from certain Swedish clinics.
After excluding as far as possible cases of Parlin-
sonism which appeared to be due to encephalitis
lethargica he was left with 250 probands divided
into the main groups of paralysis agitans, arterio-
sclerotic Parkinsonism and Parkinsonism. The
patients were visited at their homes and their
relatives also were examined. One hundred and
ninety-four probands with paralysis agitans yielded
I62 secondary cases belonging to seventy-nine
proband families. A statistical analysis of the
families with multiple cases is held to indicate that
with a high degree of probability the mode of
inheritance is monohybrid autosomal dominance.
In I I5 cases of paralysis agitans there was no other
example among relatives, and this group presum-
ably contained some cases of hereditary origin and
others in which the cause was exogenous. Second-
ary cases were also observed in families included
in the groups of arteriosclerotic Parkinsonism and
Parkinsonism. There is in fact no nosological
difference between paralysis agitans and Parkin-
sonism, and since paralysis agitans usually occurs
at an age at which cerebral arteriosclerosis is
common the distinction between paralysis agitans
and arteriosclerotic Parkinsonism must often be
somewhat arbitrary. It is doubtful, therefore,
whether the author's classification of his patients
is a valid one. If the groups are pooled it is found'
that the 250 probands yielded I89 secondary cases,
of which I62 were related to only seventy-nine
probands. Mental symptoms of a reactive or
organic type occurred in approximately 40 per
cent of the patients. There is a comprehensive
bibliography of the inheritance of paralysis agitans.

RUSSELL BRAiB.

The Fallen Sparrow and Should Parents TeJI
The Fallen Sparrow, by Bailey Douglas, played for
one week at the Gateway Theatre Club, is a moving
and well-written play on the subject of abortion.
It brings out the extremely complicated and diffi-
cult, as well as painful, problem involved in the
effort to justify the performance of what is at
present an illegal operation. It is the story of a
girl, who after a doctor had refused to operate on
her, goes to a very nasty chemist whose mother
practises the art and kills the girl. All the charac-
ters in the play, the good and the wicked, ae
moved by extreme emotion, except the polie
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inspetor, who keeps his head and puts the matter
in a nutshell by saying to the doctor (who has
declared his intention of performing the operation
himself in future, legal or not): " I'd be careful if
I were you, sir. Human nature being what it is,
this matter is open to abuse."
An American film on similar lines, entitled

Should Parents Tell, is being shown in London at
present. The implication here is that if only
parents would tell their children the facts of life
all these tragedies of venereal disease and abortion
would not take place. The film is good, but not

perfect, misleading as to the " safe period " (in its
diagrammatic interlude) and makes no suggestion
as to when, or whether, abortion should be legal.
Both productions go to show what grave prob-

lems the Eugenics Society is responsible for hand-
ling wisely. Our present attitude is clearly set
forth in our " Aims and Objects," but more
research and knowledge would seem to be required
to determine exactly what are the " suitable safe-
guards" needed before doctors are permitted to
terminate pregnancy.

U. G. D.
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